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PROBABLE COMSAT STATIONS, NORTH KOREA

1. This report includes information pertaining to probable communications satellite (comsat)

ABSTRACT

stations in North Korea.

an inset table.

2. The first probable comsat stations in North Korea were observed in mid-1975. By February
1976, three probable comsat stations had been identified. All of these stations are within 10 nautical
miles (nm) of Pyongyang (Figure 1 and inset table). The existence of these facilities represents a
new development in North Korean communications capabilities.

3. The size and configuration of the three probable comsat facilities vary. However, each con-

ﬂ‘he report contains a location map, three photographs, and

INTRODUCTION

BASIC DESCRIPTION

tains at least one large parabolic dish antenna and one associated support building.
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FIGURE 1. LOCATIONS OF PROBABLE COMSAT STATIONS, NORTH KOREA
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4. Pyongyang Probable Comsat Station (Figure 2), 5.5 nm north of Pyongyang, was observed
under construction in June 1975. One parabolic dish antennd 25X1
appeared to be in the mid-to-late stage of assembly at that time. By August, the antenna had been
assembled and mounted on a pedestal. Photography of January 1976 showed that the dish was
oriented toward the east-southeast.

5. A second probable comsat station, Pyongyang Probable Ground Satellite Station East
(Figure 3), 8 nm east of Pyongyang, was alyo identified in June 1975. With the exception of con-
struction on several barracks/support buildings, the facility appeared to be complete. A parabolic
dish antenna approximately 15 meters (50 feet) in diameter was mounted at the end of the control
building and was oriented on an azimuth of approximately 125 degrees. On photography of January
1976, two parabolic dish antennas were observed. One dish antenna, 16 meters (52.4 feet) in

diameter, was mounted at the end of the control building‘ ‘ The other i 25X1
dish antenna,| ‘ 25X1
' ' 25X1

6. A third facility, Pyongyang Probable Comsat Station South (Figure 4), was initially iden-
tified in January 1976. This station, 10 nm south of Pyongyang, is less elaborate than the other two
facilities. One ground-mounted parabolic dish antenna, 15 meters (49.3 feet) in diameter, was
observed in a near-zenith orientation and appeared to be in the final stage of assembly. Although no
support buildings were observed adjacent to the dish antenna, a bunkered probable operations/con-
trol building was approximately 400 meters (1,312 feet) to the northeast within the confines of

Hukkyo Ri Army Barracks WNW‘ 25X1
25X1
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PHOTOINTERPRETER’S COMMENT

7. When uperational, these probable comsat stations could provide North Korea with useful
scientifc, economic, and meteorological data from international satellite communications. There is
no information available to indicate that North Korea is a subscriber to an international satellite
network.
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